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him, he would have seen an uninterrupted
succession of naturalists and physicians, philo-
sophers and statesmen, all steadily reaching
forward to the good things that were before,
never losing hold of what had already been
attained. And we, looking back, may see that
through overwhelming difficulties and dangers
and diseases holy Nature has indeed been
leading onward the kindred of the Gods, slowly
but surely unfolding to them the roll of the
heavenly mysteries.

Of course, if we restrict our view to Europe
itself, we meet with a far more complex and
difficult problem; a problem of pathology as
opposed to one of healthy growth. We have
to explain the apparent anomaly of two epochs
of comparative sanity and civilisation separated
by the disease and delirium of the Catholic
episode.

Just as the traveller,-who has been worn to
the bone by years of weary striving among
men of another skin, suddenly gazes with
doubting eyes upon the white face of a brother,
so, if we travel backwards in thought over the
darker ages of the history of Europe, we at
length reach back with such bounding of heart
to men who had like hopes with ourselves ; and
shake hands across that vast with the singers
of the Golden Verses, our own true spiritual
ancestors.